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s there any basis to the stories of

poachers turned gamekeepers? It

may not be quite the same, but

here's a story of a poet who

(accidentally) turned into an
editor:

My last poetry collection, Touching Earth,
was published by Oversteps Books in 2007, A
few months later Anne Born, the well-known
poet and translator who had run Oversteps
Books since its creation, became (1l and, out of
the blue, asked me to take over as managing
editor. After some hesitation, Tacoepted. and set
out on a fairly steep learning curve.

Fortunately 1 had some relevant
from my time as chiefexecutive eracy and
literature non-governmental organisation, and
also from a number of vears editing a journal;
bast g a book pul ing business
differd quite markedly from both of these,

The last two years have been exciting and
rewarding. as Oversteps has grown and
developed. More than a dozen new books have

e added to our list; we have a webslie, send
out regular enewsletters, produce a poetry
calendar  amd  arrange  numersus  poelry
readingsall over the UK, including at Ways with
Words in Dartington and the Edinburgh Free
Fringe Festival; and we have already built a
reputation for publishing high quality books of
fine poatry.

The first poet 1 discovered” was the Devon
poet Miriam Darlington. While | was reading a
magazine in which cne of my poems had been
published, 1 came across, amd instantly
responded to, her work. Further research
indicated that although Miriam's poetry had
appeared ina number of magazines, she i not
had a collection published. Mirlam's Windfall
was the first book to come out from Oversteps
under the new management, and it has sold so
well that we have needed two reprints, Other
poets have been equally successful.

Oversteps Books is based in Devon, and many
of our poets come from Devon, Cornwall or
Somerset, including Anne Born, Rebecca

H wdrew Nightingale, Caroline Carver,
uart and Rose Cook. Others live as far
away as Scotland, New Zealand and Australia.

Anyone  wishing 1o be considered for
publication has 1o adhere 1o the striet
submissions eriteria outlined on our web page,
as otherwise 1 should soon sink beneath an
avalanche of poetry Afer an inktial sifting
process, the final selection for i is

perience
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Giving poetry
pride of place

Dr Alwyn Marriage, managing editor of Devon-based
Oversteps Books, explains the pleasures and pitfalls of
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Marriage,
right, running
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necessary to obdain software with which to

design the covers mysell. Again, this was

something of which 1 had no previous

experience; but although it is time-consuming, I

have 1o admit that I now enjoy this new-found

ul!'hhi Ii‘u:' ereative activity.
ot

and. as

a poetry publishing house

with creative talent in terms of poetry, and I
think I am fortunate 1o be able now to count
many of them as friends.

Another plus is that right at the start I found
a wonderfully helpful Deven printer, who gave
invaluable advice in the early days and offiers a
solidly reliable and friendly service.

Iam als

course. I have no love for
a full-time o i writer myself, 1 have to

made by an editorial board; and as we can
blish only a lmited number of books each

5 selection is competitive.

is well-known that there is no money in

ssible only because no

overs  were, initially the most
part of the process, so I soon found it

admit to resenting the time adminisiratlon
takes. But it is a necessary part of running the
business and, unless and until T can find
someone who would be prepared to help with
this without financial reward, resisting it is not
an option.

¢+ U up-gides that balanee the bore of
itlon?

of course, I get to know lots of lovely
poets, The South West is particularly blessed

grateful to Arts Couneil
SW who have recently awarded Oversteps a
grant to purchase software and training that
will help me keep down the outgoings and
plough more money into producing beautiful
Tooks.

Finally, | was fortunate to take over as editor
at a time when poetry is becoming more and
more pogailar; and this growing pepuls is
reflected in our Increasing sales.

‘Those who want to know more can visit our
website: wieieoverstepsbooks.com.




